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IN THE CLAIMS 



1. 



(currently amended) A method for pixxJuction selection assistance, the method 



comprising: 

receiving a product category sdection; 

matching the product category selection against a product database to determine a 
plurality 'of matched products; 

displaying a product matrix comprising a product entry for each of the matched products. 



each product entry comprising a model identifier and at least one product configuration 
parameter associated with the matched^ products; 

presenting a product configuration question relating to the at least one product 
configuration parameter displayed in the product matrixi matrix. wherein said presenting the 
product configuration question cofmprises presenting the product configuration Question 
associated with a selected product configuration parameter chosen fix)m the at least one product 
cppf^pfu^ation parameten 

receiving a product configuration answer; and 

r«sponsively updating the product matrix based on the product configuration answer to 
eliminate at least one product entry in the product motiix j natrix. wherein said responsivelv 
updating comprises removing the selected product config^tration parameter &om the product 
matrix. 

2s (canceled) 
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3. (original) A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of inserting 
an additional product configuration patameter in the product matrix to replace the selected 
product configuration parameter. 

4. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein each product entry further 
comprises a comparison toggle button jwith a selected state and an xmselected state, and fiulher 
comprising the steps of displaying a Compare button and, when the Compare button is activated, 
responsively displaying a side by side comparison only of matched products with the comparison 
toggle button in the selected state. 

5. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of receiving a product 
category selection further comprises receiving a product color. 

6. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the model identifier is 
formatted as a hyperlink to a product ij(iformation page associated with the model identifier. 

7. (previously presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of 
displaying a product matrix further comprises displaying column headings in the product matrix 
including a model number heading, a model price heading, and a product configuration heading 
for each of the at least one product conlfiguration parameter. 

8. (origmal) A method according to claim 7, further comprising the steps of 
determining a selected colunm heading based on an external input and sorting the product matrix 
based on;the selected heading. 

9 (previously presented) A method according to claim I, wherein the at least one 
product configuration parameter includes product configuration parameters, and at least one of 
the product configuration parameters i$ formatted as a hyperlink to a product configuration 
information page associated with the model identifier. 



3 
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10. (origina]) A method according 
updating: further comprises displaying 
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to claim 1 , wherein the step of the responsi vely 
^utside the product matrix the product configuration 



ac( ording t 



IL (original) A method 
receiving the product category selectio^ 
associated initial filtering answer, and 
product category selection and a query briteria 
product database to detennine the plura lity of matched products. 



to claim 1, further comprising the steps 6^ after 
presenting an initial filtering question and receiving an 
^herein the step of matching comprises matching the 
ia based on the initial filtering answer against the 



12. (currently amended) A 
displaying a product matrix fiirther 
sorted by brand name. 



1 nethod according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
con|pri5es displaying the at least one p roduct ontrioacntrv 



1 3. (previously presented) 
product configuration parameter is a ci 
products. 



matching the product 
plurality of matched products; 



method according to claim 1, wherein the at least one 
sumer critical-to-quality parameter for the matched 



14. (currently amended) A ] product selection assistance tool comprising: 

i 

a coiimiunication interface; 

a probessing circuit coi^led to t le communication interface; and 

a m^ory coupled to the procesbing circuit, the memory storing, for execution by the 
processing circuit, instructions for: 

receiving a product category sel^tion over the communication interface; 

category selection against a product database to detennine a 
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displaying a product matrix coriiprising 
each product entry comprising a model identifier 
parameter associated with the matched products; 



presenting a product configurat 
configuration parameter displayed in 



the 



on question related to the at least one product 
product matrix; 



receiving a product configm*atic n answer; and 



reeponsively updating the prodiict 
eliminate at least one product entry in t le 
question based on a selected product configuratii 



product configuration parameter, when in the instructions for responsivclv updating include 



instructiotis to remove the selected pro< uct configuration parameter firom the product matrix. 



15. i (canceled) 

16. ' (original) A product sel^tion 
memory further comprises instructions 
parameter in' the product matrix to replsjce 



product configi ration parameter includes product < 



17. ; (previously presented) 
wherein the at least one 

parameters aind at least one of the prodiict configuration 
configuration information page associatjed 



IS. (previously presented) 
wherein the ^ least one product configijrafi^ 
parameter for the matched products. 
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a product entry for each of the matched products, 
and at least one product configuration 



matrix based on the product configuration answer to 
product mntrix . matrix. the product configuration 
on parameter chosen from the at least one 



assistance tool according to claim 15, wherein the 
for inserting an additional product configuration 
the selected product configuration parameter. 



product selection assistance tool according to claim 14, 

configuration 
parameters is a hyperlink to a product 
with the model identifier. 



product selection assistance tool according to claim 14, 
on parameter is a consumer critical-to-quality 
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19. 

comprisiiig: 



a matrix panel comprising a prdduct 
individu^ p roduct entries comprising a 
parameter aiisociated with the products; 



a pre duct configuration panel 
n iguratioD answer, the product 

answer to eliminate at 
Dn^giuration question relates 
the product ma&Bt Jnatrix. 



product CDJ 
configuratii 
product Of 
displayed in 

product cDnligoration parameter chosei i from the at least one product configuration parameter. 



(currently amended) A [iroduct selection assistance Internet web page 



displaying a product configuration question and accepting a 
matrix responsively updating based on the product 
one product entry in the product matrix, wherein the 
the at least one product configuration parameter 
the product configuration question based on a selected 



t Ice st 
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matrix displaying a plurality of products using 
model identifier and at least one product configuration 
and 



and wherein 



the product matrix is respolnsivelv updated by removing the selected product 



confi^ uratiqi^ pHra meter fix)m the product matrix. 



20. 

fiiither 
and a produdt 



the 



comi rises 



(previously presented) 

colimm headings including 
configuration heading tot 



web page of claim 19, wherein the product matrix 
a model number heading, a model price heading, 
the at least one product configuration parameter. 



21. 
displays the 
heading. 



(currently amended) Thij 
mdiWduol at least one prodi ict 



wdb page of claim 19, wherein the product matrix 
enteie sentrv sorted according to a selected column 



22, 

product configuratii 
the product 

associated 



The 



(previously presented) 
ion parameter includes 
configuration parameters is 
the model identifier. 



web page of claim 19, wherein the at least one 
product configuration parameters and at least one of 
a hyperlink to a product configuration information page 



with 
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23. 

outside the 



(original) Thewebpagje 
product matrix each prodw it 



24. 

con]pari50£ 
25. 



a' steerage medium readable by 
processing Circuit; 



ii&sti|uctioiis for receiving a proi^t category selection; 

pijoduct category selection against a product database to 



(original) Thewebpagje 
toggle button with an ON 



(cun^tly amended) A 



of claim 19, wherein each product entry includes a 
rtale and an OFF state. 

computer program product comprising: 

processing circuit and storing for execution by the 



iiisti|uctions for matching the 
determinje a plurality of matched prodiJcts; 



insti actions for displaying prodkict 
matched pn iducts, each product entry c 
configuraticn parameter associated 



Iwiti 



icstrjuctions for presenting a 
product con figuration parameter displa 
instructions for presenting include instmctions 
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: of claim 19, wherein the matrix panel further displays 
: configuration answer. 



matrix comprising a product entry for each of the 
onqnising a model identifier and at least one product 
the matched products; 



pre duct 



configuration question related to the at least one 
L^ed in the prodtict mafrij Bmatrix. wherein said 

configured to present the product configuration 



question associated with a selected proi hict configuration parameter chosen fiom the at least one 



product oon Sguration parameter: 



iustr actions for receiving a pro<3 uct configuration answer; and 



instriictions for responsively u] 
configiu3tio 1 answer to eliminate at 



LP lating the product matrix based on the product 
lealst one product entry in the product mafeB Mnatrix. 
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wherein the 



instructions for responsive Iv iipdatipp include instruction s cnnfify urcd to remove the 
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selected pro duct configuration paiame :er from the product matrix. 



26. 

medium is 

27 



(original) The computejr program 
6ne of a floppy disk, hard 



disk, 



product of claim 25, wherein the storage 
ROM, RAM. 



(canceled) 



23. 

comprisitLg 
product matHx 



(currently amended) 
iistructions for inserting 
ix to replace the selected 



The 



computer program product of olaim 27 . claim 25. further 
aj) additional product configuration parameter in the 
I Toduct configuration parameter. 



29. 

entry furthe]- 
and further 
activated^ 
the 



i componscHi 



(original) The computei- program product of claim 25, wherein each product 
comprises a comparison toggle button with a selected state and an unselected state, 
instructions for displaying k Compare button and, when the Compare button is 
re|sponsively displaying a sidie by side comparison only of matched products having 
toggle button in the selected state. 



3D. 



(previously presented) ^ method according to Claim 1, wherein each of the 



product conj iguration question and the 



product configuration answer include information 



regarding at 



31. 



least one of a refiigerator, a washer, a dryer, and an air conditioner. 



(previously presented) 
product configuration parameter includ^ 
dispenser inc^hided with the refiigerator 



product CO] 
wash cycles 
rinses 



(previously presented) 
in^guration parameter includ^ 
executed by the washer, an|d 
by the washer. 



execuled 



method according to Claim 1, wherein the at least one 
at least one of a capacity of a refiigerator, a type of 
and inclusion of an icemaker Avith the refiigerator. 



method according to Claim 1, wherein the at least one 
at least one of a edacity of a washer, a number of 
a nimiber of combinations of wash temperatures and 
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S3. 

product coiifiguratii 
conditiotier 
conditioner 

34. 



(previously presented) 
each of the product configuration question 
infonnatios regarding at least one of a 



35. 

the at least 
re&igerator, 
the refrigerator. 



The product selection assistance tool of Claim 14, wherein 
one product configuration i arameter incliides at least one of a capacity of a 
a type of dispenser includ^ with the re&igerator, and inclusion of an ic^naker with 



(previously presented) 
on parameter inc 
an operating voltage of th 



(previously presented) 
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A method according to Claim I, wherein the at least one 
iu4e5 at least one of an amount of cooling provided by an air 
air conditioner, and an energy efficiency ratio of the air 



The product selection assistance tool of Claim 14, wherein 

and the product configuration answer include 
refiigerator, a washer, a dryer, and an air conditioner. 



36. (previously presented) 
the at least one product configuration 
number of v rash cycles executed by tht i 
and rinses executed by thb 



temperature^ 
37. 

the at least 
provided by! an 
efficiency rstio of the air conditioner. 



Fhe product selection assistance tool of Claim 14, wherein 
p arameter includes at least one of a capacity of a washer, a 
washer, and a number of combinations of wash 
washer. 



(previously presented) The product selection assistance tool of Claim 14, wher^ 
product configuration parameter includes at least one of an amount of cooling 
air conditioner, an operating voltage of the air conditioner, and an energy 



38. Qweviously presented) 
configuratio n question and the product jconfiguration 
least one of 1 refiigerator, a washer, a 



' rhe web page of Claim 19, wherein each of the product 
answer include information regarding at 
, and an air conditioner. 



dryer. 
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39. 

product conlfiguratii 

dispenser included with the refrigerato 



40. 



(previously presented) iThe web page of Claim 1 9, wherein the at least one 
product con^guration parameter includes at least one of a capacity of a washer, a number of 
executed by the washer, a^d a number of combinations of wash temperatures and 
by the washer. 



wash cycles 
rinses 



^exscited 



41. 

product configuration parameter inclu<ies at least one of an amount of cooling provided by an air 
conditioner, i 
conditioner. 



43. 

at least one 
type 
refiigerator. 



of disp<»iser 



44. 

at least oae 
number of Wash 
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(previously presented) Hie web page of Claim 19, wherein the at least one 
ion parameter inclut es at least one of a capacity of a refrigerator, a type of 
and inclusion of an icemaker with the refrigerator. 



(previously presented) the web page of Claim 19. wherein the at least one 



an operating voltage of th0 air conditioner, and an energy efficiency ratio of the air 



42. (previously presented) 'the computer program product of Claim 25, wherein each 
of the product configuration question and the product configuration answer include information 
regardmg at least one of a refrigerator, a washer, a dryer, and an air conditioner. 

(previously presented) "ilie computer program product of Claim 25, wherein the 
Product configuration paraiheter includes at least one of a edacity of a refrigerator, a 
included with the refrigerator, and inclusion of an icemaker with the 



(previously presented) the computer program product of Claim 25, whwein the 
product configuration paraclieter includes at least one of a capacity of a washer, a 
cycles executed by thejwasher, and a number of combinations of wash 
temperature^ and rinses executed by the washer. 



i 10 

i 
I 
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45, 

at least one 
provided, 
efficiency 



(previously presented) !The computer program product of Claim 25, wherein the 
product configuration par^eter includes at least one of an amount of cooling 
the air conditioner, an operating voltage of an air conditioner, and an energy 
r^tio of the air conditioner. ' 



by 
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